Belsky-Maxwell Duo at the Blackstone Library

By M. RANTALA
Classical Music Critic

(4404 5. Lake Park Aweo) 15 the oldest of the CPL
hranches, created mone than a century ago. IUs not just
a svmphony for the eyes, modeled as it is afler the Tamous
Erechihewm of the Acropaolis, but an times i can please the cars,
as well, This weskend T had a lovely treat when T found mivself
in the basement auditorium of the Blackstone Branch for a
Sunday alterncon recital by the Belsky-Maxwell Do,
Svetlana Belsky and Tenniler Maxwell, hoth on the stafd of the
Liniversity of Chicago™s Departiment of Music, could have Tinle
guessed that a jolly and imprompre sit-down st the keyboard a
a party would less than a vear later tom into a partnership that
saw a standing-rocm-only crowd in Mandel Hall when they
served as soloists in Mozan™s Conceno for Two Pianos with the
Liniversity of Chicago Symphony Chrchesira Last Tanoary,
Sunday’s was 4 considerably more modest event, not simply
because 1t was only one piane, four-hands, but alse because the
stately Blackstone Library™s anditorivm is really only an average-
sized room Tull of uncomy chairs painted an eye-gouging ye Tow,
Bur these young laclics were ST L'1'|qll.“-l|l:l|'| ||1|'~' the hig
morment of the attermoon was Schuben’s “Fantasy i I* Minor,”
probably the most popular work in the plano duet repenoire,
and a masterful, magisterial piece w0 boot. It was here that these
P women, very different in backgroumd (one bom in the
Soviet Union, the other the United Statesy showed how amisni-
callv attuned they were to cach other, They simulaneously
moved from the serens o the staccato, from the merely fast w
the positively furious, alwayvs at preciscly the same tine. As
you might expect with four hamds at @ single piano, there was

T he Blackstone Branch of the Chicago Public Library
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hig sound, but they surrounded it with force and power, not
mere violume. Interestingly enough, these two slender women
explained thar they had 1o re-write some of the music in order
that their bodies ot become tangked trying w play the music
Cne womders how pairs of beely men manage without resorn-
ing 1o hlows.

Their recital opened with Ravels mranscription of Debussy’s
“Prehude 1o the Afiernoon of 8 Faun”™ The composer’s onginal
orchestral tone poem inchedes some magnificent Tote solos, and
the airiness of those passages can't be adequately capturcd by
planc. Yet the inleresting way he iracks the orchesira onto the
piano reveals Bavels ear for color. Belksy and Maxwell might
v been overly siromg an the keyboand, but only marganally so.

The last announced work on the program was Samuoe]
Barber's “Souvenirs,” six dances that display the composers
fluidity and grace. as well as his sense of humor. The opening

Walte” the longest of the dances, tripped Lightly and they made
the cute ending something to smike about. The “Pas de deux”
offersl o charming display of the wormen chasing each other’s
kitten-like fingers up the keyboard. Both the *Hesitation-
Tango™ and the “Calop™ were performed with Tair.

Their encore was the last movement of Debussy’s
Suite.” full of ganey dreams amd Oowing waltzes.

You can hear this very same program this week, when the
Belsky-Maxwell Duo reprises it [or free at the Noontime
Concen Series in Fulton Recital Hall (10140 E. 5%h S, fourth
Moo, Thursday, Jan. 11 at 12:15 pum

They will also be perfimming a bigger recital (including some
works for two plancs) om S, Jan. 13 ar 3 pam. in the
Pianabone Chicago Series in the Fine Ans Building down-
o, Tickets are 510 (only 55 per woman, Maxwell quips) and
can be purchased online at pianoforechicago.com,

eLit

Belsky-Maxweall Dug, from left: Jennifer Maxweall and
Svetlana Belsky.
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Gornell high rise stalled

Demo of vacant building set for spring

By NYKEYA WOODS
Sl Writer

A proposed 570 million high rise
for Cormell Avenue and 53nrd Street
is stalled because, according (o ils
developer, building costs have sky-
rocketed over the last two years,

Femmando Leal, managing partner

3rd St. Go-op closes

Hyde Park Produce
lease still pending

By NYEEYA WOODS
Staft Writer

The Hyde Park Co-op Express,
1226 E. 53nd S, closed Sawrday as
the University of Chicazo and Hyde
Park Produce emer the final stages of
H ]l!iL‘il! i;lgl'l,_!l!l'l'll!lﬂ.

Co-op Board Vice President Iim

of L3 Development LLC, who pur-
chased the property at 1600-20 E,
53nd St in May 2005, pave an
updiate of his 17.5-story building at
Monday night's 53rd Street Tax
[ncrement  Financing  Advisory
Council meeting.

The cost of construction, Leal saxd,
has risen 35 percent in the last two

vears, He said his firm has received
three bids friam constructiom Compa-
nies L3 has worked with in the past.
He is expected o come hefone the
TIF council in June, when a decision
muxy be reached.

In the meantime, demolition of the
current two and three story buildings
that occupy the propery will occur

See L3 on page 3




